QUEENS CREEK

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Rev. James D. Pearson, Pastor

s Queen’s Creek United
. Methodist Church’s
. Schedule

Sunday School-Every Sunday at
9:30 a.m. Please come anddjoin
us. (2 adult classes, 1% — 3"
grade class. 4M-12™ grade class
and nursery.)

Worship Service-Every Sunday
at 11 a.m. Nursery is provided.
Please come and join us.

The Council meeting is the first
Monday of the month.

Soup & Salad is the 2" Sunday
of the month after services, All
welcomed.

The U.M. Men Meeting is the
second Monday of each month
at 6:30 p.m. All of the men are
invited. Please come and join
us.

The U.M. Women Meeting is
the third Monday of each month
at 7 p.m. All of the women are
invited. Please come and join
us.

Trustees meet on the fourth
Monday of each month.

NEWSLETTER

Web Site- www.queenscreekumc.org

Spanish AA Meeting is every
Monday at 6:30 p.m.

AA Meeting is every Monday at
8 p.m.

Brownies meet every Tuesday
between 4:30-5:30 p.m.

The Boys Scouts meet every
Wednesday from 7-8:30 p.m.

Cub Scouts meet every
Thursday at 7 p.m.

TOPS meet every Friday at 8
a.m.

Angel Food Ministries- every
month, Dates To Be
Announced.

Pastor Jim Pearson’s
Contact Information

Pastor Jim Pearson
325 Cypress Knoll Drive
Richlands, NC 28574
Home (910) 324-1481
Cell (910) 389-9252

December 2009

Merry Christmas from
the Birney’s Household

Chris and | would like to wish
each of you a Merry Christmas
from the bottom of our hearts. |
know that Christmas is Baby
Jesus' birthday and it is
important to remember that, but
there is no reason why we can't
have fun and enjoy the season.
We like to be with family and
friends at Christmas and get
caught up with each other's
lives.

| like to start decorating for my
favorite holiday, Christmas
right after Thanksgiving. I
know that some people say that
it is too soon, however, I like to
savor every precious minute of
the magical season.

The part of Christmas that |
enjoy the most is our family
tradition; we go to my mother's
house on Christmas Eve and
have a big party. We have a
good time, visiting and just
being together. That gives me a
warm and fuzzy feeling.
Therefore, Chris and | hope that
everyone has a wonderful time
at Christmas and do whatever
might be your family tradition.

-Terrie & Chris Birney



I got this article via email. I think it is a great letter!

Letter from Jesus about Christmas —

It has come to my attention that many of you are upset that folks are taking My name out of the season. How |
personally feel about this celebration can probably be most easily understood by those of you who have been
blessed with children of your own. I don't care what you call the day. If you want to celebrate My birth, just
GET ALONG AND LOVE ONE ANOTHER.

Now, having said that let Me go on. If it bothers you that the town in which you live doesn't allow a scene
depicting My birth, then just get rid of a couple of Santas and snowmen and put in a small Nativity scene on
your own front lawn If all My followers did that there wouldn't be any need for such a scene on the town square
because there would be many of them all around town.

Stop worrying about the fact that people are calling the tree a holiday tree, instead of a Christmas tree. It was |
who made all trees. You can remember Me anytime you see any tree. Decorate a

grape vine if you wish: I actually spoke of that once in a teaching, explaining who I am in relation to you and
what each of our tasks were. If you have forgotten that one, look up John 15: 1 - 8.

If you want to give Me a present in remembrance of My birth here is my wish list. Choose something from it:

1. Instead of writing protest letters objecting to the way My birthday is being celebrated, write letters of love
and hope to soldiers away from home. They are terribly afraid and lonely this time of year. | know, they tell Me
all the time.

2. Visit someone in a nursing home. You don't have to know them personally. They just need to know that
someone cares about them.

3. Instead of writing the President complaining about the wording on the cards his staff sent out this year, why
don't you write and tell him that you'll be praying for him and his family this year. Then follow up... It will be
nice hearing from you again.

4. Instead of giving your children a lot of gifts you can't afford and they don't need, spend time with them. Tell
them the story of My birth, and why | came to live with you down here.

Hold them in your arms and remind them that | love them.

5. Pick someone that has hurt you in the past and forgive him or her.

6. Did you know that someone in your town will attempt to take their own life this season because they feel so
alone and hopeless? Since you don't know who that person is, try giving

everyone you meet a warm smile; it could make the difference.

7. Instead of nit picking about what the retailer in your town calls the holiday, be patient with the people who
work there. Give them a warm smile and a kind word. Even if they aren't allowed to wish you a "Merry
Christmas" that doesn't keep you from wishing them one. Then stop shopping there on Sunday. If the store
didn't make so much money on that day they'd close and let their employees spend the day at home with their
families

8. If you really want to make a difference, support a missionary-- especially one who takes My love and Good
News to those who have never heard My name.

9. Here's a good one. There are individuals and whole families in your town who not only will have no
"Christmas" tree, but neither will they have any presents to give or receive. If you don't

know them, buy some food and a few gifts and give them to the Salvation Army or some other charity which
believes in Me and they will make the delivery for you.

10. Finally, if you want to make a statement about your belief in and loyalty to Me, then behave like a Christian.
Don't do things in secret that you wouldn't do in My presence. Let people know by your actions that you are one
of mine.

Don't forget; | am God and can take care of Myself. Just love Me and do what | have told you to do. I'll take
care of all the rest. Check out the list above and get to work; time is short. I'll help you, but the ball is now in
your court. And do have a most blessed Christmas with all those whom you love and remember:

I LOVE YOU,
JESUS



Angel Food Ministries
Sherri Hutson

| know we have been through a
really tough economic past
year. We have all been touched
by the recession in one way or
another. It is in these trying
times we gather closer, & Love
stronger! We have love for & of
those all around us & who we
reach out to in our many
ministries and the most
important Love of all, that of
Our Father. He has taught us to
show Love and compassion to
each other & to over 45 families
in our communities; most not of
this church in this past year. So
reflect back yourself and go to
prayer and thank the Almighty
Father for all of your blessings,
you may have more than you
think.

God Bless and Keep you safe in
His loving arms, Sherri Hutson

United Methodist Women
Eva Lasko

Until Christmas, you can put
poinsettias on the altar in honor
or in memory of someone or
both. Just fill out the slips that
are in the narthex. Terrie needs
the slips by December 13" so
she can make the booklets,
thanks!

Our annual cookie exchange is
on December 13", during Soup
& Salad. A sign up sheet is in
the narthex. If you sign up, you
will need to make a half dozen
for each person who signed up
and a half dozen for Pastor Jim
& June

Here’s Our Church’s News

Alphie Dorgan

‘ Acolyte schedule

On December 5", 1 would like
to invite my acolytes to the
church for a lock-in... we will
have pizza, popcorn and movies
as well as a scavenger hunt for
each acolyte to find their hidden
goodie.

Also, | am sadly going to turn
the reins to a new Acolyte
Director at the end of 20009. |
have enjoyed this opportunity
but feel it is time for new
endeavors. Please pray about it
and see me or the pastor if
interested.

Thanks and Many Blessings,
Alphie Dorgan

December 6™ - Destiny Johnson
or Katelyn Roy

(Communion Sunday)
December 13"- Katie Herbst
December 20" - Haylee Herbst
December 27"- Katie Herbst or
Destiny Johnson

I Sunday school I

Sunday School will continue on
Sunday, December 6, 2009. It
would be great that we were
able to have the same spark in
Sunday School that has ignited
in the church. There may not
have been many people who
participated before, but please
surprise the Sunday School
superintendent, the teachers,
and the Lord by showing up for
Sunday School on December
6th. It would be greatly
appreciated.

Christmas party
Dave Rovers

Our annual church Christmas
party is on December 12" at

4 p.m., in conjunction with the
Children’s Christmas Program.
We always have a lot of food,
singing, games, prizes & most
importantly fun & great
fellowship! So please come!
See you there!

Children’s Ministries E
Amanda Roy .

The Children's Christmas
Program will be on Saturday
December 12™ at 6:30 pm, in
conjunction with the church
Christmas Party. Those
participating in the play should
arrive at the church no later than
5:45. If you think you have
anything that you would like to
contribute to the performance
please see me and | hope to see
you at the performance and the
party. There will be another
performance at Oak Grove
UMC on Sunday, December
13™ after our worship services.
Don't forget to look forward for
more fun activities to come next
year for the children.

« Christmas Services
[ ]

Our Christmas services will be
on Thursday, December 24™ at
7 pm at Oak Grove UMC



Our Community’s E
Christmas Happenings ¢

The Crystal Coast Choral
Society and Orchestra, led by
Music Director Finley
Woolston, will present George
Frideric Handel's great oratorio
Messiah. There will be two
performances. The first will be
Saturday, December 12, 2009 in
the sanctuary of Saint Peter’s
United Methodist Church, 111
Hodges Street, Morehead City,
NC. A musically illustrated
history of Messiah will be
presented at 7:10 pm. The
concert will then begin at 7:30
pm. The second performance
will be Sunday, December 13,
2009 in the sanctuary of
Brookwood Baptist Church, 903
Henderson Drive, Jacksonville,
NC The musically illustrated
history of Messiah will begin at
3:10 pm, with the concert
starting at 3:30 pm.

The chorus of over 70 singers
will be joined by a professional
orchestra and four of the finest
professional vocal soloists in
Eastern North Carolina. As far
as can be determined, these will
be the only presentations of
Handel's Messiah in the Crystal
Coast area of Eastern North
Carolina. It promises to be a
wonderful weekend of
traditional music for the
Christmas season from the
Crystal Coast Choral Society.

"Live the Story" a living
nativity December 11" -13™
6-8PM First Baptist

Church of Jacksonville.

Book Discussion
Pastor Jim

We will begin reading and
discussing together Saint
Maybe by Anne Tyler on
Sunday afternoons beginning in
January 2010. The books are
plentiful on Amazon.com for as
little as one-cent plus shipping,
a total of $4.00.

Youth
Joy Kemper

Due to holidays, youth will be
mostly on break.

We still have calendars and
Christmas cards for sale. $8
calendars/ $6 cards, you can see
any youth or Ms. Joy.
Pilgrimage was a successful
adventure as usual, grab a youth
and ask for details. They would
love to give you the fun info of
the weekend. Youth wants to
Thank all who support them,
especially, thru prayers,
encouragement, and a variety of
donations. We totally love God,
our Church families and proud
to be part of what God is doing.
Any comments, questions or
ideas can be forward to Ms. Joy
in person or thru email:
purityy34@yahoo.com

FEEL THE LOVE THIS
SEASON, WHILE GIVING
GOD ALL THE GLORY.

: Blood Drive +
Blood Drive is at HEM on
December 14™, 3-7 pm.
Donations are always needed.

Operation Christmas
Child (OCC)
Vicki Rovers

Samaritan's Purse (they are
responsible), and I (Vicki L.
Rovers) would like to thank
every person who helped to
make this year’s OCC project a
wonderful success. 33 boxes
(yes, 3-3 [thirty-three], however
you want to say it) were
delivered to the Jacksonville
relay center after church on
11/22. All of you can
congratulate yourselves on the
great job that was done this
year. Thank you, thank you,
thank you!!

TOPS
Margie Phelps

Hubert TOPS NC 562 has had a
good month. Our members had
some good losses. We are
looking for some new members.
We lost two of our members
which we regret. Come and fill
an empty chair. We need you,
are you over weight and need
us?

We paid for one angel food
Thanksgiving Dinner along
with a food Lion gift card to a
local family. TOPS tries to help
people in our community. For
better health come and join us.
You are always welcome.
Weigh in is at 8:15 to 8:45
when our meeting starts. We are
finished by 10:00 AM or
sometimes earlier. Contact
Margie Phelps at 910-353-2668
or e-mail me at
gnomehaven@hotmail.com.

| would love to talk to you.
A friend Margie Phelps



mailto:purityy34@yahoo.com
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ange

SIGNATURE BOX

Balanced nutrition and variety
with enough food to feed a
family of four for a week.

1food

December 2009 Menu
Queens Creek United Methodist Church

MINISTRIES

SENIOR & CONVENIENCE MEALS

For Seniors or People on the Go!

Ten pen‘ectl% seasoned, nutritionally balanced, fully cooked
meals—just heat and serve. Each meal has been developed
with the dietary needs of senior citizens in mind, and contains 3
o0z. of protein, a starch & two vegetables or fruit.

21b.  New York Strip Steaks Roasted Chicken with red skin potatoes, sugar snap peas
15 I, Boneioss Pork Roast & carrots
.5 Ib. Boneless Pork Roas . . .

1lb. Chicken Breast Fajita Strips Swedish Meatballs with pasta, broccoli carrots & red peppers
11lb. Lean Ground Beef Meatloaf & Gravy with mashed potatoes, peas, carrots,
1.5 Ib. All White Meat Chicken caulifiower

Tenders Sliced Turkey & Dressing with gravy, corn and green
11b. Bake or Fry Fish Sticks bean/cranberry blend

(32 count) Chicken & Broccoli Alfredo with carrots, zucchini/red
11b. Hickory Smoked Center Cut | peppers

Ham i Chili with Beef & Beans, corn/red peppers and peas
1lb. Frozen Baby Lima Beans .
1lb. Frozen Green Beans Boneless Pork Patty Wlth rpasted sweet potatoes, sugar

: . shap peas and broccoli/cauliflower blend

21b. French Fries

2 |b. bag Fresh Apples

10 ct.
32 oz.

Flour Tortillas

2% Shelf Stable Milk
Dozen Eggs
Dessert

*Steaks in a box of Angel Food are now thicker than
ever before. Though there may be fewer steaks in a

box,i t 6's

the same amount

quality and tenderness.

$30.00

o

Chicken Parmesan and Pasta with Brussels sprouts and
zucchini

Macaroni & Beef with noodles, carrots zucchini/red
peppers
Chicken & Noodles with corn, Brussels sprouts

Dessert: Assorted Cookies, Pineapple Fruit Cup, Strawberry
Applesauce, Mixed Fruit Cup, Apple Juice, Cranberry Juice

$28.00

324 Hubert Blvd 910-353-8286 or 910-358-7782
Email: afmgcumc@hotmail.com
Church Website: queenscreekumc.org

5 LB. ALLERGEN-FREE
FOOD BOX

Processed to eliminate the eight top serious
allergens: Peanuts, Soybeans, Milk, Eggs,
Fish, Crustacea, Tree Nuts and Gluten (wheat,
rye and barley). Great for children and adults!

1 Ib. Breaded Chicken Breast Chunks
1Ib. Breaded Formed Tenders

2 Ibs.Breaded Chicken Drumsticks

1 Ib. Breaded Cube Steak

Battered/Breaded with water, white rice,
brown rice, modified tapioca starch, flax seed,
sugar, salt, spices, dehydrated garlic, spice
extractives and oleoresin paprika. Breading is
pre-browned in Canola oil.

Angel Food Just
Added More Blessing
in the Box with a

new lower price

‘23

$23.00

=Specials may now be purchased with or without the purchase of any of the Standard Boxes listed above****

DECEMBER SPECIAL #1 $22.00
6 Ib. Assorted Meat Grill Box DECEMBER SPECIAL #5 $22.00
1.5 Ib. T-Bone Steaks (2 x 12 0z.) Premium Fresh Fruit and Veggie Box
1.5 Ib. Bacon-Wrapped Hamburger Steaks (4 x 6 0z.) 31b. New Crop North Carolina Sweet Potatoes
21b.  Pork Chops (4 x 8 0z.) 4 Large Russet Baking Potatoes
11b. Mild ltalian Sausage with Cheese 31b. bag Large_Medium Yellow Onions
DECEMBER SPECIAL #2 $21.00 ~ 1head Fresh Green Cabbage
45 |b. Steak Combo 1lb. Fresh Cello-Packed Carrots
2.5 Ib. Ribeye Steaks (4 x 10 0z.) 1 stalk Fre_sh C_eIIo-Packed Celery
2Ib.  Sirloin Strip Steaks (4 x 8 0z.) 4 California Lemons
6 Large Tree-Ripened Oranges
DECEMBER SPECIAL #3 $2000 4 Large Premium Grapefruit
10 Ib. |QF Unbreaded Poultry Box 1 Large Tree-Ripened Mango
3 Ibs. Split IQF Tyson Cornish Hens 1 Large Premium Haas Avocado
gg :E- :SE gﬁ'_“ lfhiCT'ﬁ”thQGaStt 1lb.  California Kiwi Fruit
i Icken Thigh fouarters DECEMBER SPECIAL #6 $26.00
2Ib. IQF Chicken Tenders (Unbreaded) Assorted Holiday Fruit Special
DECEMBER SPECIAL #4 $18.00 5 Ruby Red Grapefruit
Holiday Meat and Cheese Special 12 Tree-Ripened Navel Oranges
3 9oz Sausage Variety 5 Tree-Ripened Tangerines
(1 beef summer sausage, 1 beef salami, 1 summer sausage) 5 Extra Fancy Red Rome Apples
3 7 o0z. Wisconsin Cheese Bars 4 Extra Fancy Golden Delicious Apples
(1 Cheddar, 1 Swiss and 1 Smokey) 4 Extra Fancy Red Delicious Apples
Orders Due:Dec 7" online11:59pm @church 4pm* j Eigg E::g g:‘g%igh Apples
Distribution Day:December 12" 8 —= 9 am 4  Extra Fancy Red Anjou Pears
*Dec 3 & 4 6-7pm Dec 5 11-1pm Dec 7" 11-4 6  Sun Kist Fruit Gem Candies
Find a host site near you www.angelfoodministries.com

Angel Food Ministries Reserves the Right to Substitute Any of the Above Items Due to Availability, Cost and Quality. We Accept Food Stamps (EBT).
Angel Food Ministries is an equal opportunity provider and employer. Complaints of discrimination should be sent to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, DC 20250-9410
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Children’s Christmas Play

Please Join us for the 2009 Christmas Play

Angels, Lambs, Ladybugs, and
Fireflys

December 12, 2009
6:30pm Queen’s Creek UMC &

December 13, 2009
after services Oak Grove UMC

Also, on December 12, 2009
Our annual Christmas party
At 4 p.m.

Come & join the fun

The fellowship, food, & games



%> Best wishes to our

December Anniversaries...

Dora Lee & Charles Morton
December 3, 1955
Sandra & Andy Lasko
December 7, 1984
Terrie & Chris Birney
December 10, 1994
Louise & John Horne
December 22, 1952
Karen& Clarence McCallister
December 23, 1965
Hilda & Edward Howard
December 27, 1957
Belinda & Ottis Howard
December 27, 1997
Katherine & Alan Hall
December 30, 1972
Connie & Michael R Gehris
December 30, 1993

IR

S Happy Birthday to our
December Birthdays...

Matthew Hudson 12/01
Mary Jane Marshall  12/03
Karen Lindquist 12/03

Inez Foreman 12/04
Zachary Gehris 12/04
Chris Birney 12/05
Teresa Formholz 12/06
Hilda Howard 12/07

Ella Mae Pittman 12/09
David Lindquist 12/13
Virginia Edsall 12/14
Effie Pate 12/16
Connie F. Taylor 12/16
Noelle Matthais 12/20
Constance Pereira 12/22
Asa Willis 12/25

Note: Please give me any other
anniversaries & birthdays that
you may have.

” Prayer List
Effie Pate
Ella Mae Pittman
The Phelps Family
The Church Elderly
The Parker Family
The Fairchild Family
Polly & Gary Valva
Mary Vick
Doris & Jack Kanavel
The Manning Family
The Ramsey Family
The Rovers Family
The Taylor Family
The Lachappelle Family
Al & Jackie Cragle
Traveling Mercies for:
The Hutsons
The Fairchilds
Scooter Roy
Darrell Ramsey
Patrick Dorgan
Ed
Wanda Myers
Debra Lee’s daughter
Gail
Rhonda Mooring
The Lasko Family
Ron Beaudette & loved ones
(Terrie Birney’s uncle)
Deployed Military & Families
President, Government leaders
Civilian contractors overseas
Police & Firemen
All Volunteers & AFM
The Herbst Family
The Moen Family
The Phelps Family
Joyce Hitchcock
(Sherri’s Mom)
Rachel Humphrey
Robert Johnson (Toni’s son)
Celeste & friend
Merritt Dickerson
Gary Daylon

Brandon Galespy

Megan Kitmer

Polly & Gary Valva

Audrey Parker

Linda & Gary Parker's Family-
Members Devon & Amanda
Vickie's Co-Worker

Jenifer Hutson

Melody Smith & Family
Caroline

Volunteers

Elderly

Shut Ins

Military, Families And Those
Working Overseas

Youth, Children & Teens
Families of Fort Hood Victims
Joe Bright

(June Pearson’s brother)
Patty (Vicki Rover’s sister)
Richard & Eve Gangestad
Frances Horne

Dylan Lee

Thermon Sheppard

Bob Corley

Barbara Sanders

Chief Wayne

Alan Wood

The Kramer Family

Myra Ladue

Dick Phelps

Steve & Kristi Braud
(Amanda Roy’s brother &
sister-in-law)

I would like to say something
personal, we will miss our
Uncle Ron very much whom
we lost on November 20™. Our
prayers & thoughts are with our
Aunt Jane.

-Terrie & Chris Birney
Praises
Pilgrimage
Frances Horne’s good bill of
health
Note: | apologize if | misspelled
or forgot any name!
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Robert Lachapelle’s
Christmas Pecans

5 tablespoons sugar, divided
1/4 cup butter or margarine,
melted

1 tablespoon pumpkin pie spice
1 tablespoon grated orange rind
2 cups pecan halves

Stir together 4 tablespoons
sugar, melted butter, pumpkin
pie spice, and orange rind. Add
pecan halves; toss to coat.
Place on a lightly greased
aluminum foil-lined baking
sheet. Sprinkle evenly with
remaining 1 tablespoon sugar.
Bake at 350° for 20 minutes,
stirring once.

Toasted Pecans: Toss 3 cups
pecan halves with 1 1/2
tablespoons melted butter. Place
in an aluminum foil-lined
jellyroll pan. Bake at 325° for
10 minutes. Sprinkle 1
tablespoon coarse salt evenly
over pecans, and bake 10 more
minutes, stirring once.

Yield: Makes 2 cups

Thank you, Mr. Lachapelle
for sharing!

\‘f‘
L2 The Recipe Corner

Margie Phelps’ Christmas
Ruby Red Salad Mold

3 packages strawberry jello

2 cups boiling water

1 package (14 oz) frozen
strawberries

1 can (large) crushed pineapple
1 can (2 cups) cooked cranberry
sauce

Dissolve jello in boiling water.
Add frozen strawberries.

Stir to thaw. Add pineapple and
cranberries. Put in 2 large molds
and refrigerate until set.

Thank you, Ms. Margie for
sharing again!

A recipe that is not shared
with others will soon be
forgotten but when it’s
shared, it will be enjoyed by
future generations.

: The Joke of the Month ¢

Chris found this joke for me.
Thanks for your help!

In a small southern town there
was a "Nativity Scene" that
showed great skill and talent
had gone into creating it. One
small feature bothered me.

The three wise men were
wearing firemen's helmets.
Totally unable to come up with
a reason or explanation, I left.
At a "Quik Stop" on the edge of
town, | asked the lady behind
the counter about the helmets.
She exploded into a rage,
yelling at me, "You stupid
Yankees never do read the
Bible!" I assured her that 1 did,
but simply couldn't recall
anything about firemen in the
Bible.

She jerked her Bible from
behind the counter and ruffled
through some pages, and finally
jabbed her finger at a passage.
Sticking it in my face she said
"See, it says right here, the three

wise man came from afar."



The Devotional of the Month

Happy Birthday, Baby Jesus!”

Read Luke 2:1-14
And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger,
because there was no room for them in the inn -Luke 2:7 (NKV)

I am doing this month’s devotional about the birth of Baby Jesus from the book of Luke. I know that there are
other different versions of this great story, but Luke’s version is my favorite one. I was raised hearing Luke’s
version of the birth of Baby Jesus every year at my school’s Christmas pageant. When I read these verses, they
remind me of the real meaning of Christmas and it gives me a warm feeling inside. | just enjoy the way that
Luke tells the birth of Baby Jesus.

I thought that it would be good if all of us read that version of the birth of Baby Jesus this month and remember
the real meaning of Christmas. A lot of people get wrapped up in the commercialization, looking for the right
gifts for their loved ones. [ know I am guilty of that. Let’s try and not let the buzz get the best of us and
remember the real reason for Christmas and celebrate Baby Jesus’ birthday.

Prayer: God, Thank You for letting us know about the birth of Your son, Baby Jesus. In Jesus' name, we pray.
Amen.

Thought of the Month: Christmas is Baby Jesus’ birthday.

Prayer Focus: Those who don't know what the story of the birth of Baby Jesus. -Terrie Lynn Birney

“Future Christmas”
Twas the month before Christmas When all through our land Not a Christian was praying

Nor taking a stand. See the PC Police had taken away, the reason for Christmas - no one could say. The children
were told by their schools not to sing, About Shepherds and Wise Men and Angels and things. It might hurt
people's feelings, the teachers would say December 25th is just a ' Holiday . Yet the shoppers were ready with
cash, checks and credit pushing folks down to the floor just to get it! CDs from Madonna, an X BOX, an I-pod
Something was changing, something quite odd! Retailers promoted Ramadan and Kwanzaa In hopes to sell
books by Franken & Fonda. As Targets were hanging their trees upside down At Lowe's the word Christmas -
was no where to be found. At K-Mart and Staples and Penny's and Sears you won't hear the word Christmas; it
won't touch your ears. Inclusive, sensitive, Di-ver-si-ty Are words that were used to intimidate me. Now
Daschle, Now Darden, Now Sharpton, Wolf Blitzen On Boxer, on Rather, on Obama & Biden! At the top of the
Senate, there arose such a clatter To eliminate Jesus, in all public matter. And we spoke not a word, as they took
away our faith Forbidden to speak of salvation and grace The true Gift of Christmas was exchanged and
discarded The reason for the season, stopped before it started. So as you celebrate "Winter Break' under your
'‘Dream Tree' Sipping your Starbucks, listen to me. Choose your words carefully; choose what you say Shout
MERRY CHRISTMAS, not Happy Holiday! Please, all Christians join together and wish everyone you meet
during the holidays a MERRY CHRISTMAS. Christ is The Reason for the Christ-mas Season!



A friend gave me this. | hope you enjoy it as | did!

Twelve Days of Christmas

This is one Christmas carol that has always baffled me. What in the world do leaping lords, French hens,
swimming swans, and especially partridge who won’t come out of a pear tree have to do with Christmas? I
found out today.

From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in England were not permitted to practice their faith openly. Someone
during that era wrote this carol as a catechism song for young Catholics. It has two levels of meaning: the
surface meaning plus a hidden meaning known only to members of their church. Each element in the carol has a

code word for a religious reality which the children could remember.

The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ.

Two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments.

Three French hens stood for faith, hope and love.

The four calling birds were the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

The five golden rings recalled the Torah or Law, the first five books of the Old Testament.

The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of creation.

Seven swans a-swimming represented the sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit-Prophesy, Serving, Teaching,
Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership, and Mercy.

The eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes.

Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit - Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness,
Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self Control.

The ten lords a-leaping were the Ten Commandments.

The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful disciples.

The twelve drummers drumming symbolized the twelve points of belief in the Apostles' Creed.



December 2009 Christmas
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Brownies Boy Scouts Cub Scouts TOPS AFM Orders
4:30-6 PM 7PM 7PM 8 AM taken
11 AM-1 PM
AFM Orders AFM Orders
taken 6-7 PM taken 6-7 PM
Sund.ay School AFM Orders Bll'ownies Boy Scouts Cub Scouts TOPS _ _AFI_\/I
9:30 PM Due by 4 PM 4:30-6 PM 7PM 7 PM 8 AM Distribution Day
8-9 AM
Worship Service | Board Meeting Choir Practice
11AM 7PM 7 PM
Youth AA Meeting
4PM @ OG 8 PM
Sunday School U.M. Men’s Brownies Boy Scouts Cub Scouts TOPS
6:30 PM
Worship Service Choir Practice
11 AM _ 7PM
AA Meeting
Soup & Salad 8PM

20

Sunday School
9:30 PM
Worship Service
11 AM
Youth
4PM @ OG

21

U.M. Women’s
Club Meeting
7PM

AA Meeting
8 PM

22

Brownies
4:30-6 PM

23

Boy Scouts
7PM

Choir Practice
7PM

24

Christmas
services
at7pm

25

Merry
Christmas!

26

27

Sunday School
9:30 PM
Worship Service
11 AM
Youth
4PM @ OG

28

Trustee’s
Meeting
7PM

AA Meeting
8 PM

29

Brownies
4:30-6 PM

30

Boy Scouts
7PM

Choir Practice
7PM

31

Happy new
year’s eve
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